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HICKMAN MILLS NAMES RUSKIN GRAD AS NEW DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 

(South Kansas City) – Yolanda Cargile, Ed.D., was approved Thursday night by the HMC-1 Board of Education 
to become the new Director of Student Services at the Hickman Mills C-1 School District (HMC-1).  They also 
approved the appointment of Craig L. Merkerson, Ed.D., as the new principal of Santa Fe Elementary. 

Cargile, a Ruskin High School graduate, has served the last five years in Wisconsin at the 
School District of Janesville on the superintendent’s cabinet as the director of student 
services. During her tenure as director, Cargile oversaw student services programs and 
staff for 10,400 students.  Her vast work experience makes her the perfect fit for her 
new position with HMC-1.  She has provided leadership in the development, 
maintenance, and evaluation of student services, as well as alternate programs.  She 
implemented programs to reduce expulsions and addressed the achievement gap 
between minority and non-minority students.  Cargile has also led district-wide 
professional development in the areas of culturally responsive teaching strategies, 

addressed bullying prevention and pupil non-discrimination, and has led crisis management teams to 
maintain a safe learning environment for the students in the School District of Janesville.   

“Dr. Cargile brings the level and type of experience that will allow us to accelerate our vision of becoming a 
highly effective urban school model,” HMC-1 Superintendent Dennis L. Carpenter, Ed.D., said. 

Cargile expressed excitement after the board accepted her recommendation and is delighted about returning 
to her hometown.  
 
“I am truly thrilled about the opportunity to come home to serve the students and the 
community that served me!  It is my chance to give back,” Cargile said.  
 
The Board of Education also approved Merkerson as Santa Fe Elementary’s new principal.  
Merkerson is from Stone Mountain, Ga., and is currently an assistant principal in the 
Dekalb County School District.  There, Merkerson has been responsible for building 
operations, oversaw instruction and discipline of 3rd-5th graders, monitored retention  
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processes, and coordinated all staff on site.  Merkerson specializes in collaboration to achieve improved 
school performance. 
 
As he prepares for this transition, Merkerson stated, “I am looking forward to working with staff, students, 
and parents to continue striving for academic success and preparing our future leaders.” 
 
Merkerson graduated from Argosy University and received his Doctorate in Education Leadership in 2005. He 
has more than nine years of experience as an administrator. 

“Dr. Merkerson has a background in elementary curriculum and instruction that will serve the Santa Fe 
Elementary community well,” Carpenter said. “As we continue working to enhance the learning and lives of 
our elementary students, we look forward to the value that Dr. Merkerson will add.” 

The HMC-1 District congratulates Cargile and Merkerson and welcomes them to the Hickman Mills team!   

*** 

The mission of the Hickman Mills C-1 School District, a proudly diverse and historic community, is to provide a 
foundation for our students that maximizes academic success and fosters civic engagement. 


